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jOﬁTl Owen i616-1683

Pastor of Fordham Church from 1643-1646

John Owen became a
preacher to Parliament,

e Owen’s first theological work, a spirited
e defence of Calvinism, gained him his

Vice-chancellor of . -
first parish of Fordham in north Essex in

Oxford University
1643, aged 27. In his three years as pastor

and a regular

adviser in affairs . oes
he focused on parish work, writing one

of state.

book, The Duty of Pastors and People
Bl )
Distinguished, and two catechisms

for parishioners which begin:
‘Brethren, my heart’s desire and
% request unto God for you is,

;Bergli that you may be saved.”
J )

Christ Church,
Oxford

" The day before he died Owen w}ote
- leaving the ship of the church in 4 ;

whilst the great Pi 2
¥ % ilot is in it th
rid , the loss of a

1o s .
“rower will be inconsiderable,"

the English, 2 : § ; 40 L S % bcan be seen at Bunhiil Fields

His greatest and most lasting 3
achievements were a5 2 theologian =
producing arguably the finest body of
theological scholarship in
SDealcino o I N %
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RECTORS._of FORDHAM, ESSEX.

j (Rural Dean o)’ Fordham)__ 1204

VIR SRR TES . S 1272
’n\:mas de Reddeswell _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1285
Richard dc,B.rsh ___________ 1325
Hehn Jiatghall__ - TR 1326
Simon de Stamborne _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _13C
Simen de Reddeswelle_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1338
William de Trabinbon _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 1349
John de Ixngns- SR __TlA64
William Goodwsuc —AEA66
William Galander— ——_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___
Recer Walden - _ _ ___ _ _ = 109]
N | SDages =8 _Zmui09)
Je T e 1890
Ji |lius_ L Al
R .8 Sursl\ _______ _ . aa0|
Thomas=Drsdd 5. _S=4lS
Joha Colchester  _ 2880 S
&bcﬂ' J%‘l’khdul ___________ 1451
Thomas \\"an&ford o ¢ b
P\c_bcrl‘ Eopdner T 008 ' _ 454
%ﬂl““ ClﬂrkC ,,,,, —= = 145T

William Baver ——— oo ae il lol6
Robert Cotton M.A.____ _ 61T~ 1633
John &lsop M. ABED - o= 1635- 1643
John Owen M. . (Pastor)__ 1043~ 1645

Richard Pulley A.M. 1646~ 1649
John Bulkley_ 1649~ (660
Richard Pulley (Restored )_ 1660~ 167T
Dr. Thomas Ba e 1677~ 1688
Bohn Pulley NS — _ 7 1689~1730
‘Henrs Crask 595 & _"B30-1143
Dr. James Husbauds 17451749
*Hadlcq Cox. B8 - 50~ 1l68
Cl‘larlcs Omigycas - 1763~ 1804
(Trlwmcw ‘anmg Cuvate )_ _ _ 1763~ |T89
Moses Dodd M. .___ _ _ 1804~ 1838

\Vi“mm ‘HarvcH ‘HGH‘II!Q_ R, 18”9 1868
Thomas £au:ford ﬂm’ham__ _I1868~ 1897
.Ma)or William Meese .Dmm MA._I897T- 1914
IR Cilly i 1914~ 1936
William Oddie - - —__ __ _ 1936-195¢
Leslic Renald Feank Butte B.A._ 1958~ 1963
Ahiak Bashor M A LT IOAA SIS
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o THE
Principles of the
Doé&rine of Chrift:

2 Vafolded in two fhort
CATECHISMES,
3 Wherein thofe principles of Reli-

gion areexplained,the krowledge where-
ofis required by the late Ordinance
of Parliamenr, heforc any.perfon bee
admitred to the Sacrament of -,
the Lotds Supper,
the Congrgga-
tion ac Fordbams, in t
County of Effexi)>

By Fohm Owen Paftorthere.
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Come yee children, bearkew umto mee, I ;El
teach yow the feare of the Lord, Pali34.11,

LONDON,
Printed by R.Cotes, for Philemsn Stephens
atthe guilded Lion in Pauls
Church-yard. 1643,
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T O
My loving Neighbours and
~ -Chrifian Friends, at
FORDHAM,

Brethren, ‘ |
SRS 7 hearts defive and vequeft unto
A RNA B God for you is, that yee may bee
Y faved : T [ayshe truthin Chrift
5 alfo, I lye not, my canfcience
aring meewitne(fe inthe Holy Ghoft,that I
bave great heavinefle, and continuall forrow
in my heart, for thepn among(t you,. who s
yet walk diforderly, and not as befecmeth the
Gofpel, little labowring to acquaint thens-
[elves with the myftery of godline(fe, for ma-
nywalk, of whom I have told you often weep-
ing, and row tell you again with forrew, thas
they arethe enemies of the eroffe of Chrift,
whofeend is deftruction, whole God i their
A2 . belly,










Obadiah Scdgwick (16007 - 1638)

Viear of Coggeshall 1639-1616
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THE DUTIES OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

“Let this, then, be the great discriminating
character of the church from the world, that

they are a holy, humble, selt-denying people.”
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“I am glad to hear that that performance
| The Glory of Christ] is put to the press;
but, O brother Payne, the long looked-
for day is come at last, in which I shall
see that glory in another manner than I
have ever done yet, or was capable of

doing in this world!”

John Owen
24 August 1683




Owen developed the theme of Christ’s
supremacy throughout his writings, including
Meditations and discourses on the glory of
Christ. In its preface Owen declared, "The
revelation made of Christ in the blessed
Gospel is far more excellent, more glorious,
and more filled with rays of divine wisdom
and goodness, than the whole creation and
the just comprehension of it, if attainable,
can contain or afford. Without the knowledge
hereof, the mind of man, however priding
itself in other inventions and discoveries, is

wrapped up in darkness and confusion’.

Owen, Meditations and discourses on the glory of

Christ (1684), sig. A4
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