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THE SPENCER
COLLECTION (1892)

In 1892 Mrs Rylands purchased
the collection of the 5th Earl
Spencer. It was generally
considered to be the finest library
then in private ownership, the
core of which had been created by
George John Spencer, 2nd Earl
Spencer (1758-1834). Comprising
43,000 printed books, including
4,000 printed before 1501, and
many notable Bibles the

collection cost Mrs Rylands
£210,000.
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Fragment of the Gospel of John

Egypt
2nd century AD (possibly 3rd)

The fragment was purchased for the Rylands in the 1920's on the Egyptian antiquities market; its exact
provenance is therefore uncertain.

Writing is found on both sides, which means the fragment belonged to a book, rather than a scroll.
The fragment has not been carbon-dated because this would require partial destruction of the
papyrus. Instead, specialists have attempted to date the text by comparing the formal features of the
handwriting with other more securely dated texts (a method called palaeography), and have concluded
that the handwriting can be placed within the 2nd century or possibly the early 3rd century AD.

the Jews, "For us it is not permitted to kill
anyone,” so that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he
spoke signifying the kind of death he was going to
die. Entered therefore again into the Praeto-
rium Pilate. He summoned Jesus
and said to him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?”

This is an English translation of the original Greek text.
John 18:31-33
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George Whitefield
In this regard we do well to notice that a two-volume Greek

Testament which he used at some period of his life is now amog :
the Methodist archives at London. It is an edition which is intef Pfizlct_lce :l}’mtf}ll)c tii‘-51:}1C1<i‘}i:<310lp;ed: that of ‘praying over every line
leaved with blank pages for notes and the late Mr George Stampe an Wortialomes(;a ! }cl: ng 'Shb’ilnd the Greek till t.he passage, in
of the Wesley Historical Society says that the notes he made cavi] its essen Sage, ?s veritably become patt of his own soul.
3 Such was Whitefield’s study of the Bible in the month follow-
a wide, if not deep, knowledge of the Greek language’.1 i ; : nths follow
i : ¢ : ing his conversion. There were branches of learnin to which h
Among other books which he read he mentions ‘Burkitt’s and i : g e
5 s s % T S gave little or no attention, but he concentrated on the all-im-
Henry’s Expositions’, and ‘Alleine’s Alarm, Baxter’s CajJ to th d i
U sed and Janeway’s Life. Books were th e portant, the Word of God. When, in later chapters, we see him
nconverte o ar}ifson mu-(:h : ¢ then much less preaching forty and more hours a week, with little or no time for
common and, in comp > i heroiye than to-day, preparation, we may well look back on these days in Gloucester
and, though the set of‘Matthew Henry_s Commentary cost 05 and recognize that he was then laying up a store of Biblical
(c?qual to the wages received bY a lalbourmg man for fifteen or knowledge on which he was able to draw amidst the haste and
sixteen weeks ofzwork) he obtained it from Harris and paid him tumult of such a ministry.
for ita year later. = : But the blessings of this new life could not be kept to himself.
Th;ls s;_lt becarneI }}Ils ﬁsepazble companion. ‘For many He must tell them to others and thus we find him writing:
months’, he wrote, ‘I have been almost always upon my knees .
g 4 2 After importunate prayer one day, I resolved to go to the house of
;t)).studg andh}a ray ovet these books (Bl%rkltt and Hen.ty).. His Mrs W—, to whom I had formerly read plays, Spectators, Pope’s
oS asuse of Henry S from ﬁ've till six or Homer and such-like trifling books, hoping the alteration she might
ezen Seven, Sometimes again later in the morning and 'the now find in my sentiments, might, under God, influence her soul.
afternoon and, invariably, for an hour or two in the evening. She wanted to be taught the way of God more petfectly and soon
The Diary reveals that when he was dejected he used the Scrip- became a fool for Christ’s sake. Not long after God made me in-
ture as expounded by Henry as a means of comfort and, when he strumental to awaken several young persons, who soon formed the:m—
sought guidance in a decision, Henry helped him to know the selve's into a little Society, and had quickly the honour olf being
Divine leading through some S cripture passage. ‘What a means despised at Gloucester, as we had been before them at Oxford.
has Henry’s Comment been of building me up!’ he stated. ‘I T.his Society appears to have met each evenir'lg'in the week.
hope I shall never forsake that candle of the Lord’, he recorded at Whlteﬁeld conducted it after the fashion of_ the Religious Socletles,
another time; and at still another, ‘O how sweetly did my hours with the singing of Psalms, the readmg' of the Bible a:nd
in private glide away in reading and praying over Mt Henry’s prayer. He also read and enlarged upon certain books of qoctrme
Comment on the Scripture’, and devotion and finally gave an exhortation to holy living. He
% Again his words conjure up a picture in the mind. There he is tecords that, at times, his exhortation lasted an hour and even
at

five in the morning, in the room above the Harris book-stote. two hours.

Ordination — Divine and Human
Henty’s explanation of it all, Finally, thete comes the unique

He is on his knees with his English Bible, his Greek New Testament The founding of this little Society was an historic event. This

was the first Methodist Society in the permanent sense of the

word, and it remained a unit of Whitefield’s work throughout his

lifetime. i

¥ Nor was this all, for he also began a sel}arai:lz SglgerIfOf ;‘7;):;6?7.

g i ’ r i e : 2 iety of 6 ot 7 female disciples’,

;5'9;1,'::{, % ] xg:;::i:;}j Slicfgl’sr.estament » in the Proceedings of the Wesley Historicd) or 8 ?e:a]ie(s):fl(? sarz fﬁ-’ (itlnetti’le narrOW7road to Heaven’.

pound.s {; g’féﬁmﬁdd wrote to Hatris to say, ‘Herewith T have sent you seve 1 Journals, pp 59, 6o. 2 Djary, Mazch 6, 1736.
enry’s Commentary’, Works, Vol 1, p 23. S [£3]

[82]

and Henry’s Commentary spread out before him. He reads 8
P°ft30n in the English, gains a fuller insight into it as he studies
words and tenses in the Greek and then considers Matthew
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George Whitefield

In this regard we do well to notice that a two-volume Greek
Testament which he used at some petriod of his life is now 4
the Methodist archives at London. It is an edition which js inter-
leaved with blank pages for notes and the late Mr George Stampe
of the Wesley Historical Society says that the notes he made reveal
‘a wide, if not deep, knowledge of the Greek language’ 1

Among other books which he read he mentions ‘Burkitt’s ang
Henry’s Expositions’, and ‘Alleine’s Alarm, Baxter’s Cgzjl the
Unconverted and Janeway’s Life’. Books were then much less
common and, in comparison, much more expensive than to-day
and, though the set of Matthew Henry’s Commentary cost £-;
(equal to the wages teceived by a labouring man for fifteen o
sixteen weeks of work) he obtained it from Harris and paid him
forita year later.2

mon g




This set became his inseparable companion. ‘For many
months’, he wrote, ‘T have been almost always upon my knees,
to study and pray over these books” (Burkitt and Henry). His
Diary shows his use of Henry every morning from five till six or
even seven, sometimes again later in the morning and the
afternoon and, invariably, for an hour or two in the evening.
The Diary reveals that when he was dejected he used the Scrip-
ture as expounded by Henry as a means of comfort and, when he
sought guidance in a decision, Henry helped him to know the
Divine leading through some Scripture passage. “What a means
has Henty’s Comment been of building me up!” he stated. ‘I
hope I shall never forsake that candle of the Lotd’, he recorded at
another time; and at still another, ‘O how sweetly did my houts

in private glide away in reading and praying over Mr Henry’s
Comment on the Scripture’.
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Again his words conjure up 2 picture in the mind. Thelfs?cfre-
at five in the morning, in the room above the Harris b0; e
He is on his knees with his English Bible, his Gre{:,é New 1es i
and Henry’s Commentary spread out before hm.l. He rerudiCS
pottion in the English, gains a fuller insight into it as he StthCW
words and tenses in the Greek and then considers Ma

' ‘Geotge Whitefie

Id’s Greek Testament’,
Society, Vol 10, part

:cforicd)
in the Proceedings of the Wesley His#
2, June 1915,

: u seven
* Nov. 5, 19 36, Whitefield wrote to Harris to say, ‘Herewith I have sent yo
pounds to pay for My Henry’s Comme

ntary’. Works, Vol 1, p 23
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