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1 Significantly influenced my own spiritual understanding.
2 Characterized by warm, spiritual insight.
3 Corrective of practical/theological misunderstandings.
4 Nurture a certain kind of Christian appetite.
5 In print.
6 Six categories: 

the gospel, theology, Church history, 
general Christian living, Bible reading, prayer 
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Pilgrim’s Progress John Bunyan

Classic allegory of the Christian life. Considered to be one of the

world’s great literary works.  A must for Christians.



This wonderful work is one of the very few books which 
may be read over repeatedly at different times, and 
each time with a new and a different pleasure.

--Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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That is pulsating with life in every word. 

--J. Gresham Machen
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The Knowledge of the Holy A. W. Tozer

Outstanding meditations on Divine perfections. Perhaps the 

best place to begin to learn to glorify God for His attributes.
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Why were our reformers burned? Inspiring accounts of five

of the most influential English reformers during the cruel 

reign of “Bloody” Mary yield the answer.

Profiting from the Word A. W. Pink

Possibly the best book for instructing in how to read the Bible

applicationally. Pink was a hyper-Calvinist, but little or no

trace of that appears.

A Guide to Prayer Isaac Watts

Essence of what Watts taught a group of young men who asked

him how to pray. Not anecdotal. Earnestly substantive. 
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used by an in his transactions with God, as if it were his own.
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The Ten Commandments Thomas Watson

Penetrating exposition and application. Spiritually warm. 

God-glorifying all the way through.

The Incomparable Christ J. Oswald Sanders

A devotional/doctrinal treatment of the great facts of the person 

& work of Christ.  36 chapters of inspirational, applied Christology. 
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Best corrective of misinformed impressions of God’s choicest

saints. Arranged topically: money, family, worship, education, etc.

Call the Sabbath a Delight Walter Chantry

Equates the Lord’s Day with the Sabbath. But a convicting,

practical persuasive for keeping the Lord’s Day for the Lord!

A Method for Prayer with Scripture Expressions Matthew Henry

Ripe fruit of Henry’s life-long preparation for pulpit prayers.

Expanded outlines for each major category of prayer. 2300

Scripture references employed. Unparalleled resource.









C. H. Spurgeon wrote, 

We are quite persuaded that the very best way for you 
to be spending your leisure time, is to be either reading or 
praying. You may get much instruction from books which 
afterwards you may use as a true weapon in your Lord and 
Master’s service. Paul cries, “Bring the books” — join in the 
cry. 
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Correction of easy-believism. Occasionally a bit over-stated, but

a sobering, scriptural examination of what Jesus Christ preached

and taught to be necessary in order to be saved.
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Correction of easy-believism. Occasionally a bit over-stated, but

a sobering, scriptural examination of what Jesus Christ preached

and taught to be necessary in order to be saved.

The Sermon on the Mount David Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Sermons preached at Westminster Chapel in London in the

1950’s. Most spiritually insightful of the many expositions of the

Lord’s most famous sermon. 
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Knowing God  J. I. Packer

Classic explanation of what it means to know God experientially;

not just knowing about God, but knowing Him yourself. 

Over 1 ½ million copies. Translated into over a dozen languages.

Three sections: The first directs our attention to how and why we 

know God, the second to the attributes of God and the third to 

the benefits enjoyed by a those who know him intimately.
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progression of the Psalm.  

Letters of Samuel Rutherford Andrew Bonar, ed.

365 letters breathing devotion to Christ. 



When we are dead and gone let the world 
know that Spurgeon held Rutherford’s Letters 
to be the nearest thing to inspiration which 
can be found in all the writings of mere men.

--C. H. Spurgeon
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Spiritual Depression David Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Twenty-one sermons originally delivered on consecutive 

Sunday mornings at London’s Westminster Chapel. 



Unhappy Christians are, to say the least, a poor 

recommendation for the Christian Faith; and there 

can be little doubt but that the exuberant joy of the 

early Christians was one of the most potent factors 

in the spread of Christianity.
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Twenty-one sermons originally delivered on consecutive 

Sunday mornings at London’s Westminster Chapel. 

The End for Which God Created the World Jonathan Edwards

Seminal theology explaining and glorifying the ultimate purpose 

for our existence. Unequaled on the subject. Best edition is God’s 

Passion for His glory, with notes by John Piper. 
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Subtitled: Christians in Adversity. Recounts the extraordinary 

faith of fourteen otherwise ordinary men and women.
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Holiness J. C. Ryle

Irenic, pastoral corrective of a common imbalance in the 

understanding of sanctification. Challenging appeals to

practical godliness. Best edition is Faithfulness and Holiness, 

ed. by J. I. Packer. 

The Mortification of Sin John Owen

The one volume on the subject which it is impossible to imagine 

ever being superseded. Truly life-altering. Best edition is in

Overcoming Sin and Temptation, ed. by Kelly Kapic and Justin 

Taylor.
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scripture and pray, try adding something from a sound, spiritually stimulating 

book. 

2. Read even 10-15 minutes a day. We sometimes hesitate to begin a book 

because we know we can’t possibly afford the time.  But that may be because 

we’re thinking in terms of long periods of time. 

3. Read more intelligently.  One of the reasons we bog down in good books is 

because we haven’t started well.  Opening a carefully planned, well written 

book and beginning with the first sentence is like pulling out of your driveway 

but not knowing where you’re going.  



Or walking into a forest without a map.  

Take the few minutes necessary to skim the Table of Contents.  Do you 

understand the chapter headings?  The trend today is to title chapters with 

trendy blurbs that scarcely reveal anything about the their contents. The book 

will be about prayer, and the chapter headings will be something like, 

“Rollercoaster Rave,” “Never Again On My Turf,” “Poked, Poking, and Provoking,” 

and other such nonsensical trivia. 

Really good books, classics, do nothing of this superficial sort. They tell you with 

each new chapter or chapter division what additional step will now be traveled 

through the book’s “journey.”   



4. Thumb the book.  Once you’ve taken a minute to read through the Table of 

Contents, ask yourself if you understand the chapter titles.  If not, turn to 

those which are unclear and read a few of their opening sentences or 

paragraphs.  







5. Use highlighters.  Good books often have lengthy chapters which need to be 

cut like pies. Colored highlighters can clearly divide their pieces, and subdivide 

them even further if needed.







5. Use highlighters.  Good books often have lengthy chapters which need to be 

cut like pies. Colored highlighters can clearly divide their pieces, and

subdivide them even further if needed.

6. A point very important for reading for spiritual edification and fellowship. 

Ability to read non-critically (that is, not as an exercise in critical thinking), but 

nevertheless, with an awareness of the need always to be able to 

differentiate between what is so, and what the writer may think is so.



You will still be interested in other books, but you will 

find, as I find—and I say this to the glory of God—that there 

are many books I would like to read, but I just do not have the 

time.  I am too busy reading the Bible and books that help me 

understand it.  

Now I am not criticizing the others.  I like to read books 

on history.  I like reading biographies.  I like reading about 

music.  I like reading about medicine, aspects of science, 

psychology, philosophy, and so on.  But my problem is to 

find the time.  I find life here in this Book.  It moves my heart.  

It melts me.  It fills me with righteousness.  It strengthens my 

feeble will. I want this.  

--David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Authentic Christianity, 115



. . . In everything by prayer. . . (Philippians 4:6).

--J. I. Packer



John Newton.  

I know not a better rule of reading the Scripture than to read it 

through from beginning to end and, when we have finished it 

once, to begin it again.  We shall meet with many passages 

which we can make little improvement of, but not so many in the 

second reading as in the first, and fewer in the third than in the 

second—provided we pray to him who has the keys to open our 

understandings, and to anoint our eyes with his spiritual 

ointment.  



John Newton.  

The course of reading today will prepare some lights for what 

we shall read tomorrow, and throw a further light upon what we 

read yesterday.  Experience only can prove the advantage of this 

method, if steadily persevered in.  To make a few efforts, and 

then give over is like making a few steps and then standing still, 

which would do little towards completing a long journey. But,

though a person walked slowly, and but a little way in a day, if 

he walked every day, and with his face always in the same 

direction, year after year, he might in time encompass the globe.  



John Newton.  

Happy should I be, could I fully follow the advice I am now 

offering to you. . . But my evil heart obstructs the dictates of my 

judgment; I often feel a reluctance to read this book of books, 

and a disposition to hew out broken cisterns which afford me no 

water, while the fountain of living waters is close within my 

reach (“On Reading the Bible.”  In 4224, pp. 153-154).


